36	NADIR  SHAH
August, himself marched to Tehran with a train of artillery and all the
troops that he could muster.1
On hearing of Ashrafs northward march, Nadir, who had just returned
to Mashhad from Herat, hurriedly set out against the Afghans.
Muhammad Muhsin states that, before the army left Mashhad, Tahmasp
and'Nadir entered into an agreement whereby the former undertook,
in return for Nadir's services, to grant to him in fief the provinces of
Khurasan, Kirman and Mazandaran, after Isfahan had been retaken and
the Afghans driven out from Persia.2 Mirza Mahdi does not mention
this agreement, but there seems to be no reason to doubt the accuracy
of Muhammad Muhsin's statement.
On the 18th Safar, 1142 (i2th September, 1729), Nadir and Tahmasp
left Mashhad and marched via Nishapur and Sabzavar to relieve Samnan,
which Ashraf was besieging.5 Ashraf, for his part, after detaching some
of his force to continue the siege of Samnan, advanced eastwards to meet
Nadir.
The Afghan advance guard, under Muhammad Saidal Khan, made an
unsuccessful attempt to capture Nadir's artillery at Bistam. Saidal then
fell back as far as Mihmandust, 11\ miles E.N.E. of Damghan, where
Ashraf joined him with the main part of the army.4
Nadir continued to advance until he reached the small river of Mihman-
dust, just to the east of the village of that name. At this spot, on the
morning of the 6th Rabi* I (29th September), the battle opened.5 Nadir
had formed his men into one body, encircled by his musketeers and
artillery, and had given strict orders that no one was to move or to fire
until he gave the command. The Afghans, following their usual practice,
were in three divisions. They impetuously charged the Persian centre
and then attacked the flanks. Nadir waited until the Afghans came within
musket shot before giving the order to fire. Though many Afghans
fell, the rest pressed on, but found, to their surprise, that the Persians
were able not only to withstand the shock of their attack, but to take the
offensive. Much havoc was caused by the Persian artillery, which
destroyed the Afghan zanburaks and inflicted heavy casualties.6 On
1 Gombroon Diary, 4th/i5th July and I3th/24th October, 1729 (based on letters from Cockoll
and Geekie, from I?fahan).
•	Z.T., fol. 215 (a).   It seems evident, from Tahmasp's promise of Mazandaran to Nadir, that he
now regarded as a dead letter the treaty which he had concluded with Russia in Soplunibcr,
1723, under the terms of which he had undertaken, inter alia, to cede that province to that
country; it is to be noted that this treaty was never ratified.
•	T.N., p. 61, Hazin, p. 192.
• T.w.,p. 61.
•	IKd., p. 62.
«Mirza Mahdi speaks of the " artillery-men of Prankish (European) race " (topchitm-i-firaHgi-
niahaS), but, as it is most unlikely that Nadir could have had any foreign artillery-men at
this early stage, he must have merely used the term to imply that the Version artillery-men
were skilful (European artillery-men being then generally reputed to be the most skilled).

